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PART I: PARTICIPANT’S INFORMATION 
Please provide your information:  
 

Title (Mr, Ms, Mrs, Dr, Prof)   Mrs 
Full name   Neva Ancheta Manding 
Current Position   Teacher III 
Current Organization   Ilocos Norte National High School 
Address   Brgy. 4, R.B. Ablan Ave., 2900 Laoag City 
Country   Philippines 
Duration of your experience with 
SEAMEO (Approximately)   

From (May/2013) to (June/2013)  

SEAMEO Regional Centre (s) that 
you have/had affiliated with 

SEAMEO QITEP in Mathematics, Yogyakarta, Indonesia 

Type of activities   Course on Joyful Learning in Mathematics Education for Junior 
Secondary School Mathematics Teachers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PART II: YOUR ESSAY  
 

My Memory of SEAMEO 

 I’ve chased the rainbow in the sky every time I evoke my memories of SEAMEO. But the most 
gratifying feeling of all was when I held the pot of gold right at the rainbow’s end because I was 
awarded as the First Best Participant among 24 delegates of different Asian countries. 

 Yes, my memory of SEAMEO is just like a rainbow in the sky, with its scintillating colors full of 
radiance and beauty that I will share with you.  Its different colors stand for the diverse people of 
divergent cultures I met with whom I developed the best friendships. We enjoyed working together like 
the various colors of the rainbow with its sparkling beauty coming from the same sun. We gathered 
together giving the world hope and dreams of peace and beauty.  

  The pot of gold at the rainbow’s end symbolizes the great lessons and values I learned from 
SEAMEO that impacted my very soul because I dared to dream.  

 Every moment I spent at SEAMEO was worthwhile and profitable.  Every activity we took at 
SEAMEO developed and enhanced our professional skills as mathematics teachers. Despite the cultural 
differences from among us participants, SEAMEO gathered us as one family, working together toward 
building the future as our legacy.  I will always remember the excellent mentors who instilled the pursuit 
of academic excellence and total dedication in every task we encountered. They were able to bring out 
the best in us individually and collectively.  Our days were always filled with brain-draining yet 
fulfilling activities like the outdoor mathematics, fun math, manipulatives, etc. They were all mind-
boggling but they made our stay in the Course on Joyful Learning in Mathematics truly amazing. 
SEAMEO’s really such an outstanding institution of learning honing every individual into a complete 
whole being because not only were we trained academically and professionally, but we were also given 
the chance to showcase our God-given talents during the fabulous Cultural Night. The night was like a 
chain of unity and solidarity gathering people of different cultures together. I have witnessed the cultural 
performances of my fellow participants and seeing them performed at their best made me feel more 
special but challenged, for I know quite well that I too have also a great and incomparable culture as 
theirs.  And I proved myself right when we were announced as first –runner up in the cultural 
presentation.   

 SEAMEO is not only a shelter of varied beauty and multiple excellences but also a home of 
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor adventures. SEAMEO’s promise of excellence is not only 
confined to its four walls but has extended to its community as well. The chance given me to teach the 
wonderful students of Indonesia, being a foreigner to their native land was the best moment and 
adventure I experienced in my entire life. The joy and the smile in the face of the students we taught 
during the school try-outs are the priceless gems we now hold for a lifetime.  We were so lucky to have 
served as one of SEAMEO’s instruments in fulfilling its mission of academic excellence in the regional 
and international levels. 

 SEAMEO shares all the fondest memories of all the people it has touched.  I’m proud to say that 
the fondest of the memories I had, was when I was awarded as the “FIRST Best Participant” in the 
“Course on Joyful Learning in Mathematics Education”.  

 A million thanks to SEAMEO and its faculty and personnel for such a wonderful experience we 
shared with you.  My memory of SEAMEO is forever engraved in my heart.  Long live SEAMEO!  

 
 

 
 
 
 



PART III: ADDITIONAL PHOTOS (OPTIONAL)    
You can provide additional photo (s) that describes, enhances, and/or reflects your story and memory at 
SEAMEO. 
 
Attached Photo #1 

 
During the Closing Ceremony, I was awarded as “First Best Participant” in the “Course on Joyful Learning in 

Mathematics Education for Junior Secondary School Mathematics Teachers”, June 11, 2013. 
 

 
 
 
 
Attached Photo #2 

 
During the School try-out at Negeri I Magelang School, as I taught the Grade 8 students. 

 


